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It is the mission of The Music School of Delaware 

to provide excellence in music education,  

training and experiences for people 

of all ages and levels of ability.
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DEAR FRIENDS,
Leadership and inspiration come in many forms. Our 
outstanding faculty are guiding lights for the arts; our 
students are future leaders in countless fields; our donors 
are torch bearers who make life better for all; our volunteers 
are passionate providers who make things happen; and 
our wonderful staff takes initiative every day to make sure 
things function smoothly for our students, families, faculty 
and patrons. 

In our respective roles as Board Chair and Chief Executive, 
we are immensely grateful to the leaders who emerge in 
support of, and association with, the school. And, made 
possible by that support—we are inspired to experience the 
blossoming of talent and accomplishment in our students 
every year.

What a thrill to witness musical inspiration ignite, time after 
time, at the school—when our superb faculty performers 
take the stage, and for students of all ages in the 
studios and classrooms and in ensemble rehearsals and 
performances! The joy and accomplishment of each and 
every one of them is a marvel and a privilege to observe. 

Instructional excellence is inspirational in itself! We are 
deeply proud of the caring encouragement with which 
our 90 expert faculty members guide toddlers, children, 
teens, and adults to grow through music. Their leadership 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
David C. McBride, Esq., board chair
Karleen C. Strayer, first vice chair and co-treasurer
Lawrence A. Hamermesh, Esq., second vice chair
Holly Lissner, co-treasurer
Kirstin H. Shilkitus, secretary 	and ArtCo representative
Veronica Matthews Eid, assistant secretary

A Message

Mary Jo Anderson
David Burris
Bruce I. Dittmar, Ph.D.
Michael D. Dodson
Chris A. Johnson
Stephen Mazur, Ph.D.
Mark A. Parsells
Kate M. Ransom, non-voting
C. Lawler Rogers, Sr.
William J. Stegeman, Ph.D.
Hon. Robert S. Weiner, Esq. 
(as of July 2015)

provides a path to build musical skills, gain confidence, 
expand expressive ability, and deepen appreciation for 
music of many genres and styles. 

Our fellow Board members inspire us as well. Their 
dedication helps the school achieve the very best. 
Volunteering time, offering expertise and sharing personal 
resources, together, we are stewards of the school’s 
mission. Bill Stegeman’s magnanimous support moves 
us, in particular, and we want to follow his generous 
and inspiring lead. Charged with ensuring that access to 
music excellence thrives in our region—and inspired by 
Bill’s leadership, we are determined to attain the resource 
development goals that will secure the school’s presence 
for posterity. 

Our Board cannot do so alone! It takes the help of 
other passionate supporters to follow Bill’s lead. Your 
commitment to support the school is an inspired and 
generous act—which, in turn, moves the leadership of the 
school to do even better.

With gratitude,

Kate M. Ransom		 David C. McBride, Esq.
PRESIDENT & CEO	 BOARD CHAIR

FROM THE
PRESIDENT & 
BOARD CHAIR

InspiringInspiring

3



EXCEPTIONAL 
FACULTY
Shane Aaserud, double bass
Anastasia Abu-Bakar, harpsichord, 
	 accompanist
Nathan Ames, guitar
Daniel Antonelli, guitar
Cheri Astolfi, Suzuki musicianship
Shelley Beard, Suzuki violin/viola,  
	 First State Fiddlers
David Beech, accompanist
Dr. Donna Mulzet Beech, piano
Paul Boris, piano/jazz piano
Melinda Bowman, flute, early childhood 
Christopher Braddock, guitar, bass guitar,  
	 dobro, mandolin, Guitar & Mandolin  
	 Ensembles, Jazz Combo, Matson Run  
	 Folk Ensemble, Rock On!
David Brown, piano
Jennifer Campbell, piano
Natalie Chang, piano
Lotus Cheng, piano
Justin Chou, violin
Christiaan Clark, guitar
Darlene Colavecchi-Smith, piano

Jacob Colby, violin
Dr. Lynne Cooksey, flute
Nina Cottman, viola
Eric Coyne, cello, Suzuki cello,  
	 Suzuki musicianship
Alessandra Cuffaro, violin
Donna DeLaurentis, piano
Jeremy Edler, music therapy
Joan Fasullo, piano
Jacqueline Beach Faulcon, piano, voice
Richard Gangwisch, piano
Katelynn Griess, trombone
Rowena Gutana, cello, Suzuki cello
Eliezer Gutman, violin, 
	 First State Youth Orchestra
Jessica Hoffman, Suzuki violin/viola
Patrick Hoffman, trumpet
Melinda Hudson-Oriani, early childhood
Kate Inie-Richards, Suzuki violin/viola
Dr. Michael Jamanis, violin
Meryl Lammers, music therapy
Vince Lardear, saxophone
Martin Lassman, Adult Jazz Choir
Melanie Leinbach, piano
Lingchin Liao, violin, Suzuki violin
Margaret Love, harp, Celtic harp
Genia Maslov, violin

Liliya Maslov, piano
Dr. Oleg Maslov, piano
Nora McDonnell, bassoon
Malcolm McDuffee, trumpet
Augustine Mercante, voice
Devin Mercer, voice
Marybeth Miller, Bella Voce
Constance Moore, piano
Jonathan Moser, Wilmington 
	 Community Orchestra, violin
Mary Moser, Suzuki violin
Julianne Murphy, Suzuki violin/viola, 
	 groups, Suzuki Concert, 
	 Festival & Gala Strings
Richard Myers, Jam It!
Dr. Paula Nelson, flute, Flute Choir
Carol Nile, accompanist
Ethel Olsen, piano
Elayne Soltz Penn, piano, voice
Michelle Peters, violin
Kate Ransom, violin
Joseph Reilly, music therapy
Thom Remington, tuba
Tracy Richardson, piano, harpsichord
Christof Richter, violin
Marjorie Ripsom, early childhood
Susan Nowaczyk Ritter, oboe

(continued next page)

EXPERTISE
& PA S S I O N

OUR FACULTY ARE AN INSPIR ATION
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LED BY A DEDICATED FACULTY LEADERSHIP TEAM

COACHES & 
CLINICIANS & 

SPECIAL GUESTS
In addition to relying heavily on 

our expert faculty, we invite special 
guests, clinicians and coaches 

from throughout the nation and 
world to work with our students. 

They participate in masterclasses, 
orchestral sectionals, workshops, 
concerts and lecture recitals, and 

provide additional experience  
and instruction.

Expert artists and educators share a passion 
for music excellence—inspiring students  

to achieve their music goals. 

Dr. Holly Roadfeldt, piano
Walter (Skip) Rohrich, percussion
David Schelat, organ
Lloyd Shorter, oboe
Dr. Anne Skrupky, horn
David Smith, accompanist
Dawn Stevens, piano
Carol Stinson, clarinet
Jennifer Crowell Stomberg, cello, 
	 Suzuki cello, Cello Choir
Dr. Lawrence Stomberg, cello
Simeone Tartaglione, piano,  
	 Delaware Youth Symphony Orchestra
Christina von Duyke, violin
Clarence “Honey” Voshell, drums
Jennifer Wagner, early childhood
Tomasz Walski, piano
Joanne Ward, voice,  
	 Delaware Women’s Chorus
Janet Witman, harp
Stefan Xhori, violin
Hiroko Yamazaki, piano
Don Zabitka, sound engineer

(list current as of publication date)

Jonathan Carney, concertmaster of the Baltimore 
Symphony, guides violin students during a sectional as 
part of the Delaware Orchestral and Chamber Music 
Institute, July 2014.

Dr. Donna  
Mulzet Beech
Piano/harpsichord/organ 
department head

Julianne Murphy
Assistant  
Suzuki Academy 
department head

Dr. Lynne  
Cooksey
Winds/brass/percussion 
department head

Lotus  
Cheng
Chamber 

music 
advisor

Christopher 
Braddock 
Guitar and The Studio 
department head, Cultural 
Crossroads coordinator

Melinda  
Hudson-Oriani
Early childhood  
department head

Jennifer Crowell 
Stomberg 
Strings  
department head

Hiroko 
Yamazaki

Associate piano/
harpsichord/organ 

department head

Simeone 
Tartaglione
Orchestra  
department head

Joanne Ward
Vocal/choral 
department head

Shelley Beard
Suzuki Academy 
department head
Chamber music 
coordinator
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Richard Ren enjoys a taste of the Horowitz 
piano (courtesy of Jacobs Music Company) 
before the Music Masters concert From Russia 
With Love, October 2014.

At the Early Childhood 2014 Summer 
Arts Camp, Serena Abushakra, 
Logan Wilkerson, Samuel Kim and 
Martha Rollo explore rhythm and 
tone, with movement and voice.

Delaware Children’s Chorus 
members (back, L-R) Jaclynn 

Johnson, Preanna Jules-Hall, 
Kathryn Suter, Darla Rublesky, 

(middle, L-R) Lola Rublesky, 
Camille Johnson, Ryana Rajesh, 

Maya Seipel, (left, L-R) Helen 
Chang, Ellie Braddock and Mukta 
Kantak (not pictured) conducted by 

Marybeth Miller, sang a diverse 
repertoire of folksongs, blessings, 

Chinese children’s songs and popular 
pieces at their event in Wilmington, 

May 2015.

Suzuki Academy 
students Avkaash 
Chevli, Nahlia 
Freeman, Parvathi 
Balakrishnan and 
Ella Giuliani, play at 
the Music School Open 
House, February 2015.

Christopher Braddock, guitar/
bass department head, teaching 

Craig Smith during a private 
lesson at Milford.

Inspiring
ACHIEVEMENT
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Josh Szkotak and 
Tom Pulcinella 

play trumpet as part 
of the Delaware 

Youth Symphony 
Orchestra at the 

Italian Festival at St. 
Anthony’s Church 

in Wilmington, June 
2015.

We reach a multicultural, economically and geographically 
diverse enrollment of over 2,300. Two main branches, 

four satellites and numerous outreach sites offer statewide 
convenience and regional impact.

Melanie Leinbach, piano faculty, instructing 
Christian Mendoza at the Milford Branch.

The Honor Awards were held in May 2015. Pictured are (L-R) Kate Ransom (president and ceo), Nathan Lowman, Jacqueline Beach Faulcon (piano faculty, behind), 
Melinda Bowman (flute faculty), Bruce Dittmar (board member), Nicolette Sullivan-Cozza, Douglas Nie, Cheri Astolfi (dean), David Brown (piano faculty), Caleb 
Reed, Sophie Odia, Ananya Muthukrishnan, Saakshi Navile, Conor McAvinue, Victor Li, Tabitha Harvey, Eric Gao, Chris Dahlke, Daniel Wang, Gray Scott 
and Claire Kolakowski. Congratulations!

Jens Hoffman 
enjoys a private 

violin lesson 
at the Milford 

Branch with Julie 
Murphy, Suzuki 

Academy assistant 
department head.
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Jax Milasincic violin, performed at a Phillies 
baseball game in Citizens Bank Park with fellow 
Suzuki Academy students, July 2014.

Christof Richter violin, performed at Music 
Masters: Pipes & Strings with Tracy Richardson 
harpsichord, and (not pictured) Dr. Paula Nelson 
flute, David Schelat organ, Janet Witman harp, 
and Music School “Rising Stars” Conor McAvinue 
violin, Tim Smith violin, Chris Dahlke violin and 
Eric Gao violin, at First & Central Presbyterian 
Church in downtown Wilmington, March 2015.

Faculty members Paul Boris keyboard, Shane Aaserud bass guitar, Walter “Skip” Rohrich drums and 
Vince Lardear saxophone, performed at the first The Studio: Rock, Jazz & Folk Faculty Concert, 
March 2015. The Studio: Rock, Jazz & Folk department, headed by Christopher Braddock, provides 
instruction in musical styles such as bluegrass, R&B and Celtic, as well as songwriting and recording.

DIVERSITY
Multi-cultural, multi-age, multi-genre; we celebrate diversity in every form.

Willie Thompson grew up listening to guitar 
quartet music, country, bluegrass and folk, and 
always wanted to learn how to play. She now 
studies the electric guitar with Christopher 
Braddock, guitar/bass department head, and 
likes the people and the atmosphere of the 
Music School.

The Gutana family exploring musical rhythms at the 
Early Childhood Family Drum Circle, March 2015.

The Music School of Delaware 
offers private lessons and classes 
for every age and level, all that is 

needed is a passion to learn 
—and the inspiration to play!

Inspiring
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The Delaware Women’s Chorus, conducted by Joanne Ward, traveled 
to Ireland for a performance tour in June 2015. At the opening concert (St. 
Mary’s Church in Killarney) the choir received a standing ovation. They also 
sang at Brockagh Senior Center in Glendalough, visited a 10th century castle, 
held an impromptu concert at Bunratty Castle in Killary and wrapped up the 
tour at St. Andrew’s Church in Bray. They are pictured overlooking the Ring of 
Kerry on the road to Kenmare.

Vai Capoeira 
Delaware held a 
Capoeira Workshop 
showcasing the Brazilian 
martial art during the 
Cultural Crossroads 
event Music & Culture 
of Brazil, March 2015.

Orlando Haddad 
and Patricia King 
of Minas performed 
Bossa Nova classics 
and originals at the 
Cultural Crossroads 
event Music & Culture 
of Brazil, March 2015.

C. Lawler Rogers, Sr., board member and former faculty, conducted the DuPont Diversity 
Choir at the Martin Luther King, Jr. & Black History Month concert, January 2015.

Smitha Srisaila (left) and Madhavi Ratnagiri (right) performed a 
classic Indian dance at the Cultural Crossroads event Passport to 
India, November 2014. The event showcased North and South India 
in music, dance, and meditation, as well as fine art by Mayura and 
Vasanthi Simha.
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Melinda Hudson-Oriani, early childhood department 
head, and Rowena Gutana, cello and early childhood 
faculty, with 4-5 year old Pre-K students during cello “demo” 
day at Brandywine ECAP in Wilmington, May 2015.

At the Early Childhood Holiday Sing, December 2014, a free 
family-friendly event organized by Melinda Hudson-Oriani, 
Sybella Knight, Habiba Abd El Kader (horses) and Emmeline 
Bragg (baker) performed in a production of The Gingerbread Boy 
with other students. They were accompanied by faculty and friends 
including Christopher Braddock (left) and Steve Oriani (right).

Jonathan Moser conductor, leads the Wilmington Community Orchestra in his 
“audition” for the ensemble, March 2015. The amatuer ensemble is open to all adult 
music enthusiasts and is tuition free. After a national search over a full year, Jonathan 
Moser was selected as the new music director of the Wilmington Community 
Orchestra.

ACCESS t o 
t h e ARTS

Members of Serafin String Quartet (Kate Ransom violin, Esme Allen-Creighton viola 
and Lawrence Stomberg cello) were joined by guest pianist Read Gainsford in a 
performance of Schumann’s Piano Quartet in E-flat Major at Music Masters Spirit of the 
Season—A Thank You Concert, November 2014. Proceeds from this concert benefited 
the Anthony G. Simmons Scholarship Fund.

Inspiring
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2014–15 
PARTNERS
Archmere Academy 

Brandywine Zoo

Brotherly Love,

	 Philadelphia’s Gay Men’s Choir

Bud and Bug Festival, Milford

Chesapeake Silver Cornet Brass Band

Coastal Concerts

Crosslands

Delaware Symphony Orchestra

Downtown Milford, Inc.

DuPont Diversity Choir

East Side Charter School

P.S. duPont Early Learning Center

Eat in the Street, Milford

El Centro Cultural, Georgetown

The Freeman Stage at Bayside

Gable Music Ventures

Holiday Stroll, Milford

InWilmington 

Madhavi Ratnagiri,  

	 Indian Classical Dance

Madhu Nanduri, sitar

Milford Area Chamber of Commerce

Minas, Bossa Nova ensemble

Mispillion Art League

Newark Symphony Orchestra

Osher Center for Lifelong Learning

Red Clay Consolidated School District

Rehoboth Art League

Saint Anthony’s Italian Festival

Second Street Players 

Serafin String Quartet

Summer Music in the Parks, Wilmington

University of Delaware

Wilmington Classical Guitar Society

& C O M M U N I T Y
PA R T N E R S H I P S

2014-15 
OUTREACH 
EVENTS
Boys and Girls Club’s Day for Kids

Brandywine Hundred Library (multiple) 

CACC Montessori School

The Children’s House Montessori School

Citizens Bank Park (Suzuki Academy)

Concord High School

St. Edmonds Academy

Farmer’s Market, Milford

First State Youth Orchestra Performance 

Freeman Stage (Early Childhood)

Goddard Preschools in Chadds Ford, 

	 Hockessin & Pike Creek

Haynes Park (Matson Run Folk Ensemble 

	 & Suzuki Summer Play-In)

Ice Cream Festival

Immaculate Heart of Mary

Independence Day School, Pike Creek

International Montessori School, West Chester

Kent County Fund for the Arts Event

Kids First 

Kuumba Academy Charter School

La Petite Academy

Montessori Learning Center, Wilmington 

NCC Charter School Expo

Old New Castle Day (Suzuki Academy)

P.S. duPont Holiday Vendor Fair

Retirement homes (Suzuki Academy,  

	 First State Youth Orchestra)

Riverwalk Festival

Rodney Square (Lunchtime concert series)

Suzuki Academy 10 Day European Tour

Tower Hill Camp Fair

YMCA Event

Led by music director Simeone Tartaglione (not pictured), the Delaware Youth Symphony 
Orchestra’s students enjoyed a flash mob performance at St. Anthony’s Italian Festival, June 2015. 
Back row, L-R: Audrey Fraser oboe, Matthew Anderson bassoon, Madison Stern oboe, Ben 
Nylander clarinet, Emily Wood clarinet, Genna Hahn piccolo, Miranda Grenville flute, Leo 
Fain double bass. Front row, L-R: Timothy Lin euphonium, Alex Fain cello, Daniel Park cello,  
Julia Marks cello, Jeffrey Lin cello, Maxine Chou cello. The orchestra was 75 members strong.
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Inspiring

Robert L. Reed, Centennial Council member and former board chair, 
performed Claude DeBussy’s Claire de Lune during the reception for the Music 
Masters concert Pianofest, April 2015. The concert was dedicated to the 
memory of former board chair Louis J. Finger. Claire de Lune was Mr. Finger’s 
favorite. Mr. Reed experienced a ‘renaissance’ in piano as an adult student of 
the Music School (piano courtesy of Jacobs Music Company).

The Honorable Thomas R. Carper, United States Senator, and 
David C. McBride, Esq., board chair, at David’s home in June 
2015, gathered with Centennial Council members, donors and 
friends. The evening celebrated leadership and raised funds to 
support the mission of The Music School of Delaware—to provide 
music excellence in education and experiences for everyone.

LEADERSHIP

ENGAGED & COMMITTED
THREE Board Matching Gift Incentives since FY13 led to:

■■ Highest ever Annual Fund Giving
■■ Highest ever Financial Aid Scholarships Giving

FORWARD FOCUSED
In 2015, the Board of Directors initiated drafting of a 3–5 
year strategic plan at the board level, facilitated by planning 
consultant Susan Detwiler.

A Centennial Council was launched in June 2014, in preparation 
for our Centennial celebration in 2025. The Council reached 
100 members in spring 2015 and includes past board members, 
donors, alumni, past and current faculty,  community leaders 
and others who share the belief in the value of preserving and 
advancing the mission of the school.

Succession planning through 2018 is in place that will ensure 
our leadership remains active, dedicated and effective. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
David C. McBride, Esq., board chair
Karleen C. Strayer, first vice chair and co-treasurer
Lawrence A. Hamermesh, Esq., second vice chair
Holly Lissner, co-treasurer
Kirstin H. Shilkitus, secretary  
	 and ArtCo representative
Veronica Matthews Eid, assistant secretary
Mary Jo Anderson
David Burris
Bruce I. Dittmar, Ph.D.
Michael D. Dodson
Chris A. Johnson
Stephen Mazur, Ph.D.
Mark A. Parsells
Kate M. Ransom, non-voting
C. Lawler Rogers, Sr.
William J. Stegeman, Ph.D.
Hon. Robert S. Weiner, Esq. 
(as of July 2015)
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Karen Ahramjian
Mary Jo Anderson
Michael W. Arrington
The Honorables Bernard and 
	 Helen Balick
Glen D. Barbaras
Vivian Barton
Thomas F. Bayard IV
Susan N. Booker
Linda Breedlove
David Bromberg and 
	 Nancy Josephson
David Auldon Brown
K. Elizabeth Brown
Thaddeus K. Bythewood, Jr.
Rudolph A. Carboni, M.D.
The Honorable Thomas R. and 
	 Mrs. Martha S. Carper
Lotus Cheng
James and Kanako Clarke
Lynne M. Cooksey, DMA
Tatiana B. Copeland
Thomas L. Cover
John D’Agostino
Donna DeLaurentis and 
	 Richard A. Fisher, M.D.
Bruce I. Dittmar, Ph.D.

CENTENNIAL COUNCIL
In 2014–15, The Music School of Delaware’s Board of Directors inducted 100+ members to the new Centennial Council. 
Council members are recognized for their special leadership as founders, governors, sustainers and other representatives 
of the school throughout its history. Their continued affinity with the school and its mission is deeply appreciated. The 
Music School of Delaware honors these individuals as an expression of gratitude for their inspiration and leadership.

Richard Diver
Eleuthère du Pont
Betty S. Duncan
Charles J. Durante
Dr. Clarence Faulcon and
	 Jacqueline Beach Faulcon
Clairmarie H. Field
Dorothy Finger
Karen Flint
Peter Flint, Jr.
Nancy Frederick
Sally M. Gakenheimer
Anne S. Gallagher
Herman L. and 
	 Charlotte K. Glotzer
Barbara S. Govatos
Gary Graffman
Rachel Grier-Reynolds
David and Teri Harwell
Thomas Herholdt
A. Clinton Hewes, M.D.
Eldon d. Homsey
David M. Hudson
Catherine C. Hughes
Kathryn M. Jakabcin
Naomi J. Jefferson
Eric T. Johnson, M.D. and 
	 Amy W. Johnson

Founded in 1924, The Music School of Delaware 
is the oldest, largest and only nationally accredited 

community music school in the state.

H I S T O R Y
Inspiring

Terrence Johnson
John M. and Susan Kerns
David Kim
Maria T. Klocko
Martha Rhoads Kob
John T. and Inge D. Konther
David Krauss
Kenneth J. and 
	 Mary Louise Kubacki
David Kubacki
Neal Kurz
Helen Kwalwasser
The Honorable J. Travis and
	 Rebecca G. Laster
Holly Lissner
Ivar A. “Bud” Lundgaard 
	 and Susan R. Duer
Harvey W. and  
	 Austina T. Maclary
Robert F. Martinelli
David F. Marvin
Virginia S. Mayforth
Robin Mayforth
Mable R. Morrison
C. David Murtagh
Parry M. and 
	 Nancy N. Norling

Linda O’Connor
Richard Pack
Diane Pascal
Michelle A. Peters
Nancy Ransom
Pauline Raughley
Hal Real
Robert Layton Reed
Tracy Richardson
Gabrielle K. Rinaldi
Robert Rinaldi
Philip D. and 
	 Sandra Robers
Michele Rossi
David W. Ryerson
Wilson G. Somers
Joan R. Spiegelman
William J. Stegeman, Ph.D.
Marka G. Stepper
Marie Mauk Stewart
Johanne C. Strahan
Cynthia duPont Tobias
John Weikart
Philip B. and 
	 Peggy Weymouth
Michael Yaffe

&DEDICATION
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Inspiring
A MAGNANIMOUS 
GIFT

“What’s important  
is the message  

the support brings:
that music education is  
an invaluable gem.”

GENEROSITY

BE INSPIRED. BE A LEADER. BE GENEROUS!

Dr. William J. Stegeman’s  generosity 
to the Music School is unmatched. He 
has been generous in his participation 
at the school for over ten years—as 
an adult student, concert attendee, 
board vice chair, Centennial Council 
member, and major donor.  

Recently, Dr. Stegeman’s donation 
(the largest individual gift in the 
school’s history) completed Phase I 
of the Capital Campaign (new wing 
at the Wilmington Branch). He also 
supports the school individually and 
as a business sponsor. 

What inspires Dr. Stegeman’s 
remarkable philanthropy?

“I want to endorse and support 
the visionary and positive direction 
the school is taking, and I want 
to help now. I continue to be 
inspired by my experience at the 
school—by the excellence of the 
faculty, the student accomplishment, 
great performances, and by its 
leadership. My greatest wish is 
that others will also give now, and 
generously—to strengthen and 
preserve an invaluable gem in our 
region.”

LEADERSHIP 
GIVING INSPIRES 
PHILANTHROPIC 
PARTICIPATION 
Our Board of Directors is, in turn, 
inspired by the magnanimous support 
of Dr. Stegeman. They are leading 
a challenge to the community to 
respond generously.

The Board will MATCH 
new or increased Annual 
Fund contributions through 
December 31, 2015—so every 
dollar can mean DOUBLE for 
the school. 

NOW IS THE TIME
Music School families, alumni, donors 
and friends: now is the very best time 
to become a donor, or to increase 
your contribution—either will double 
your impact on the school, thanks to 
the Board Match! 
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Student accomplishment,  
faculty excellence and access for all 

inspire generous support.

Why give?ADVANCES IN  
FUNDRAISING
Individual Giving

■■ 80 new donors in FY15
■■ 50 increased their giving
■■ over 80% renewed in FY15
■■ 50 “lapsed” donors recaptured
■■ over 450 donors to Annual Fund

Financial Aid Scholarships
■■ $50,000 budgeted annually
■■ 80 donors in FY15

Planned Giving
■■ launched with 300 prospects

STRONG  
FOUNDATION 
SUPPORT
The following foundations endorse, 
through their generous support, 
the mission of the school—music 
excellence for ALL.

■■ Crestlea Foundation
■■ Crystal Trust
■■ Delaware Division of the Arts
■■ Longwood Foundation
■■ Laffey-McHugh Foundation
■■ Sallie Mae Fund
■■ Welfare Foundation
■■ and many more (see page 21)

EVERY LESSON
class and ensemble is subsidized 
by contributions

ACCESS FOR ALL 
depends on controlling tuition 
increases

EXCELLENCE
depends on recruiting, retaining 
and rewarding the BEST faculty
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Inspiring
Our sincere thanks  
to all who are listed on the following 
pages. Donors and sponsors are 
recognized for their generous support 
from July 2014 through June 2015. 

We have made every effort to be as 
accurate as possible. If an error comes 
to your attention, please contact our 
Development Office at  
(302) 762-1132 x11. Thank you.

$500,000 & UP
William J. Stegeman, Ph.D.

$200,000–$499,999
Delaware Division of the Arts

$100,000–$199,999
Longwood Foundation

$25,000–$99,999
Artco, Inc.
Crystal Trust
Jackson ImmunoResearch Laboratories, Inc.
Laffey-McHugh Foundation
Welfare Foundation, Inc.

$10,000–$24,999
Crestlea Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Frederick, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. David C. McBride
Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Sharp, III

$5,000–$9,999
Mr. Glen D. Barbaras
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce I. Dittmar
Ellason Downs Perpetual Charitable Trust
DuPont Corporate Contributions  

and Memberships
Ederic Foundation
Mrs. Sally M. Gakenheimer
Mrs. Catherine C. Hughes
The Huisking Foundation, Inc.
Richards, Layton, and Finger
The Sallie Mae Fund

$2,500–$4,999
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F. Bayard IV
Brandywiners, Ltd.
Mr. and Mrs. James Clarke
The Charles Delmar Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Clarence Faulcon
Nora E. Lewis and Stuart Spinner
Kate M. Ransom and  

Kathryn M. Jakabcin
Robers Family Foundation
Mr. Robert W. Wynn

$1,000–$2,499
Ms. Karen Ahramjian
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Arrington
The Honorables  

Bernard and Helen Balick
Mrs. Carolyn M. Best
Dr. and Mrs. Howard Borin
Mr. Thaddeus K. Bythewood, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Collins
Corroon Foundation
Mr. Richard Diver
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond F. Eid
Mr. and Mrs. Neil B. Glassman
Ms. Rachel E. Grier-Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence A. Hamermesh
Dr. and Mrs. David Jawahar
Mr. and Mrs. George M. Klocko
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Krapf
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Maclary
Drs. Stephen and Barbara Mazur
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth J. Nachbar
Ms. Carol L. Nile
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Parsells
Mrs. Pauline Raughley
Tracy Richardson and Mark Hagerty
Mr. and Mrs. Philip D. Robers
Shrieking Meadow Foundation
Mr. Malcolm A. Smook
Mr. and Mrs. Edward T. Stewart
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Strahan, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Terrence A. Tobias
Watermark for Kids
Ed and Noreen Welch
Mr. Barry M. Willoughby

$500–$999
2nd District Neighborhood  

Planning Council
Mary Jo Anderson and Ronald A. Davis
Dr. and Mrs. Howard Borin
JoAnne Barry and Kenneth Boulton
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy S. Cardile
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Cohen
The Janet Cohen Memorial Arts Fund  

of the Jewish Fund for the Future
ExxonMobil Foundation
Mrs. Dorothy Finger
Dr. Richard W. Hess
Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Homsey
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Johnson
Kathryn G. Lloyd and Kerwin Dobbs
Middle Run Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Parry M. Norling
Ms. Linda H. O’Connor
Dr. Nancy Ransom
Mr. Robert L. Reed
Mr. and Mrs. Steven J. Scagliotta
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Shilkitus
Mr. and Mrs. Simon Shute

GRATITUDE

Cherie Tayrien (right) enjoys 
private beginning piano lessons 

with Milford Branch piano faculty 
Melanie Leinbach.
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We cannot deliver music 
excellence without your 

support. Thank you!

Ms. Ethel Thirtle
Gary Walter and Joyce Pellam
WSFS Bank
Gann Xu and Fan Wang
Le Yu and Shuoqi Li
Dunming Zhu and Ling Hua

$100–$249
Anonymous (2)
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin M. Ambrose
Mr. and Dr. Philip Anderson
Mary Jo Anderson and Ronald A. Davis
Ms. Lauren Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Arvedlund
Martin and Donna Beech
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Berger
Reita D. Bewley
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher M. Braddock
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Briggs
Starr and J. Clayton Bright
Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation
David Bromberg and Nancy Josephson
Mr. David Brown
Mrs. Geraldine F. Burke
Mr. and Mrs. David Burton
Beth and Paul Bussard
Mr. Joseph C. Calabrese
David and Mia Campbell
Senator and Mrs. Thomas R. Carper
Mr. Thomas Carragher
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Cason
Frank and Yetta Chaiken Foundation, Inc.
Michael and Tookie Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Felix A. Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas L. Cover
Jay Dahlke and Andrea Packard
Mrs. Renate Del Vecchio
Donna DeLaurentis and  

Richard A. Fischer, M.D.
Dr. Lozelle J. DeLuz
Mr. John G. Dickinson
Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. Dilley
Ms. Kathleen DiMarino
Mr. James Diskin
Mr. and Mrs. Donald K. Duncan
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. Durante
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Ehrlich
Mr. and Mrs. Paul W. Eichler
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Ellman
Ms. Mary Eppelheimer
Ms. Terry Errett

Ms. Pamela Finkelman
Mr. and Mrs. Israel J. Floyd
Mr. Anthony M. Frabizzio
Mrs. Mutsuko Fukunaga
Mr. and Mrs. Henry E. Gallagher
Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. Gallagher
Gannett Foundation
Chun Ren and Peng Gao
Mr. Lou Gatti
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Gittings
Mr. and Mrs. Herman L. Glotzer
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Goddess
Ms. Anna C. Hamilton
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Hamilton
Mr. and Mrs. John Hanson
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Harris, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. Denison H. Hatch
Mr. and Mrs. Pete Hayman
Ms. Carolyn Hendrix
Mr. and Mrs. David Hipp
Mr. and Ms. Arnold H. Holtzman
Mr. Jay Paul James
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Johnston
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Jording
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Neil Kalin
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Kauer
Eileen Grycky and Michael Keller
Mrs. Anna-Maria F. Klopping
Loretta and Alan Knight
Ms. Winifred S. Kost
Ms. Jane S. Krick
Mr. Paul J. Krusic
David Kubacki and Grace Kwon
Mrs. Marian A. Langerak
Drs. James and Madlon Laster
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Lawrence
Mr. and Mrs. Jianle Li
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Linarducci
Mr. William J. Linn
David G. Smith and Marjorie Logan
Ivar Lundgaard and Susan Duer
Dr. and Dr. Jose Maceda
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene J. Marinelli
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent J. Marinelli
Mr. and Mrs. David F. Marvin
Mr. and Mrs. William A. McGregor
Mr. Daniel P. Meier
Mrs. Kathleen R. Melvin
Mr. and Mrs. John Morgenstern
Mr. and Mrs. Rich Mount

Mr. and Mrs. Craig B. Smith
Mr. Henry Smithies
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Steiner
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Stoddard
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Strayer
Mr. John Weikart

$250–$499
Anonymous
Ms. Cheri L. Astolfi
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Bayley
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bird III
Mr. and Mrs. Julian H. Booker, Jr.
Robert and Beth Chase
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Downing
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Field
Mr. and Mrs. Cheng-Ming Fou
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Fuller
Lisa Goodman and Drew Fennell
Ms. Sarah I. Gore
Rodrigo Herreros, MD
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Hudson
Carroll Humphrey and Joanne Newlin
Jacobs Music Company
Ms. Janice V. Jessup
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Johnston
Anthony Kinney and Alison Mack
Mr. and Mrs. William Kirk
Mrs. Anna-Maria F. Klopping
Ms. Helene Krikelis
Mr. and Mrs. Vernon D. Kurz
The Honorable and Mrs. J. Travis Laster
Mr. William J. Linn
Ms. Catherine R. Matsen
Mr. and Mrs. Blair Messner
Morgan Stanley
Ms. Mable R. Morrison
Ms. Joy A. Naquin
Ms. Dian E. O’Leary
Plexus Fitness, LLC
Dr. and Mrs. Check Yuen Quon
Mary Richards and Robert Netherland
Ms. Susan K. Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. C. Lawler Rogers, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. William K. Ryan
Ms. Margaretta Sacco
Mark Sharnoff and Marcia Halio
Lloyd Shorter and Jolly Clarkson-Shorter
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip P. Spiegelman
Mr. and Mrs. Martin P. Stepper
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Mrs. Vera C. Murray
Mr. Richard Myers
New Castle Presbyterian Church
Mrs. Virginia Nyhoff and Mr. Rudy Nyhoff
Mr. and Mrs. William O’Neal
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Oren
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Patton, Jr.
Dom Pedante and Dr. J. Pedante
Mrs. Joanne H. Price
Joe Pulcinella and Cathy Lee Galleher
Mr. William H. Ransom
Donald and Patricia Reed
Mr. and Mrs. Dean D. Reese
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Reilly
Mrs. Barbara Roewe
Michael T. Rosen, D.D.S., P.A.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Sandberg
Mr. and Mrs. B. David Saunders
Marje and Darrel Schindler
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Sharp, Jr.
Sigma Alpha Iota of Northern Delaware
Victor Sloan and Sandra Gong
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Smith
Mr. Henry Smithies
Gerald Young and  

Crystal Sparrow-Young
Mr. John K. Speicher
Ms. Barbara Stargatt
Mr. and Mrs. Martin P. Stepper
Dr. Richard and Janet Batt Stern
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Stratton
Josh Thomas and Rick Suarez
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Talley
Mr. Wilson Tam
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Tantum
Mr. and Mrs. Estel F. Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Taylor
Mr. Reade Y. Tompson
Dr. and Mrs. C. James Trotman
Mr. and Mrs. Decker W. Uhlhorn
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Ward
Dr. and Mrs. Edel Wasserman
Ms. Sara Jane Weible
Mary Wheeling and Dave White
Ms. Arlene C. Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Witherell
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Wolf
Mrs. Frederick A. Wolff
Mr. T.J. Zak
Hong Zhang and Fangqiu Sun
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Zimmerman
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Zorach

$25–$99
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
The Air Products Foundation
Anonymous (15)
John and Ann Archer
Ms. Nurdan H. Atalay
Ms. Veronica Beneck
Steven Biener and Frances S. Ratner
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bowman
The Brady Family
Ms. Ann G. Breslow
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Callahan
Allan Carlsen and Lisa Papili

Congressman John Carney and  
Tracey Quillen

Ms. Marsha W. Chernick
Ms. Noriko Clement
Mr. and Mrs. Francis Cole
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Corbett
Mr. Philip F. Crosland
Ms. Jo Ellen de Cos
Juliet and Gregory Dee
Mr. and Mrs. Antonio deSouza
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. DiFrancesco, Jr.
Ms. Michelle DiMarino
Ms. Margaret M. Donlan
Mrs. Kenneth G.T. Drysdale
Mrs. Joan Fasullo
Ms. Virginia Fisher
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony G. Flynn
Mr. Richard W. France
Mrs. Virginia E. Franta
Mr. and Mrs. William Gail
Mr. Paul Gamble and  

Dr. Katharine Taylor
Girl Scout Troop 23
Mrs. Wilma Glassman
Ms. Kathryn T. Gregor
Mr. Paris E. Hammond
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis J. Henry
Mr. and Mrs. James Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Jasper F. Ho
Ms. Carol M. Hughes
Dr. and Mrs. Edwin Mark Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. J. Eric Jolley
Mr. and Dr. Gregory J. Kelly
Bradley Kemerer and Ekaterina Milgotina
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Kennan
Anthony Kinney and Alison Mack
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Kleban
Michelle Kramer-Fitzgerald and  

G. Scott Fitzgerald
Ms. Jane S. Krick
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Kushner
Mr. Charles Layton
Mr. and Mrs. Kwok K. Lim
Rebecca Liu and Jack Tsai
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Lowman, Sr.
Mrs. Elaine Markell
Mr. and Mrs. David Martineau
Ms. Deirdre McCartney
Mr. Russell McCauley, Jr.
Frank and Pege Mercante
Monica and Chris Moriak
Mr. and Mrs. Barry A. Morris
Ms. Annette Mozzoni
Mr. and Mrs. John Mulrooney
Mrs. Elizabeth H. Nichols
P.E.O. Chapter H Delaware
Mrs. Sharon L. Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon E. Penn
Ms. Michelle A. Peters
Ms. Donna H. Phillips
Mr. Alfred K. Plitt
Ms. Deborah Reeder
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Riedel
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Salvatore
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Sanders

Peggy Smith
Ms. Kathryn Stetson
Ms. Patricia Tate Stewart
Mr. and Mrs. T. Kevin Talley
Mr. and Mrs. Derek Thompson
Verizon Foundation
Drs. Patrick and Jean Wahl
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Xu
Mr. Richard A. Yates
Steven Zimmerman and Laurie Ross
Han Zou and Zhenghua Ji

$24 AND UNDER
AmazonSmile Foundation
Anonymous (5)
Ms. Sara Cardile
Dr. and Mrs. Michael J. Carunchio
Ms. Margaret Collins
Ms. Nancy Contel
Mr. John Correia
Mrs. Anne Dolan
Dolce Bakery, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Douglas Druliner
Ms. Mary Dungee
Ms. Ella Feeley
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Foley
Mr. Keith Gallihue
Mr. Joseph Gallo
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Ho
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Holzbaur
Ms. Kate Inie-Richards
Mr. and Mrs. Sudhir Kulkarni
Mr. Lyndon Laminack
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Lipkin
Ms. Emily Locke
Thom Remington and Margaret Love
Ms. Joan March
Anne Morrissey and Beacon Hill
Hyeon-Hye Norikane
Mark and Lang Redden
Ms. Dolly Rosenbaum
Mr. and Mrs. John Schlecht
Michael Shen and Jane Chen
Ms. Karen Small
Mr. Matthew Smith
Mrs. Evelyn D. Swensson
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Szkotak
Harolyn and Kwaku Temeng
Ms. Ruth A. Williams
Windworks Studio

IN-KIND. . . 
Argilla Brewing Co.
Mrs. Patricia K. Bernofsky
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher M. Braddock
Ms. Wendy Claus
Ms. Virginia DeWees
Diver Chevrolet
Ms. Gloria Dunsmore
Ms. Judi Feinson
Mrs. Dorothy Finger
Fordham & Dominion Brewing Co.
Ms. Kimberly Frey
Mr. Leon Green
Mr. David W. Hall
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Ms. Nancy P. Hillyard
House of William and Merry
Hummingbird to Mars
Jacobs Music Company
Janssen’s Market
Kerns Brothers Tree Service  

and Landscaping
Mr. and Mrs. George M. Klocko
Mr. David Kozinski
Mr. and Mrs. John Lassahn
Mr. Joe Lear
Ms. Anne Marvin
Mrs. Virginia S. Mayforth
Mr. and Mrs. David Paulish
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon A. Pfeiffer
Ms. Ellen Pifer
Mr. John Pretka
Mr. Richard Sams
Santora CPA Group
Mr. John K. Speicher
Ms. Virginia Thorne
Twin Lakes Brewery
United Distributors of Delaware
Wahl Family Dentistry
Ms. Esther Ward
Ms. Frances M. Wetmore
Mrs. Tomoko Yamazaki
Ms. Hiroko Yamazaki

IN MEMORY OF…
LEO AHRAMJIAN 
Ms. Deborah Reeder

JEAN BRIDGES
Nora E. Lewis and Stuart Spinner

THOMAS C. CHASE 
Robert and Beth Chase

MASON DUNN
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Harris, Esq. 

LOUIS J. FINGER
Reita D. Bewley
Ms. Ann G. Breslow
Mrs. Dorothy Finger
Mrs. Wilma Glassman
Richards, Layton & Finger
Ms. Barbara Stargatt

FINN HANNOVER
Ms. Karen Ahramjian
Ms. Jane S. Krick

AILEEN M. JOHNSON
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Ward

PATRICIA LAYTON 
Mr. Charles Layton

TED MORRIS AND IRVING BERGER 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Berger

ROBERT MOYER
Mr. and Mrs. Jasper F. Ho

RICHARD J. POPPITT 
Barbara, Brian, and Bruce Dittmar

DR. ROBERT E. PRICE, JR. 
Mrs. Joanne H. Price

FRANCES RHOADS  
Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. Gallagher

LARRY WALKER
Mr. and Mrs. Paul W. Eichler
Mr. and Mrs. William O’Neal
Ms. Donna H. Phillips
Kate M. Ransom and Kathryn M. Jakabcin

IN HONOR OF…
RUTH C. ALLEN
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Corbett
Mrs. Kathleen R. Melvin

CHERI ASTOLFI AND GENNA HAHN
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce I. Dittmar
P.E.O. Chapter H Delaware

SHELLEY BEARD
Jay Dahlke and Andrea Packard

LOUISE BOYD
Sandra S. Robers

JENNIFER CAMPBELL 
Mr. David Brown

LYNNE COOKSEY, MELINDA 
BOWMAN, AND PAULA NELSON
Eileen Grycky and Michael Keller

DONNA DELAURENTIS
Mr. and Dr. Dom Pedante

BRUCE DITTMAR
Mr. and Mrs. Rich Mount
Kate M. Ransom and Kathryn M. Jakabcin
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. Talley
Mr. and Mrs. T. Kevin Talley
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Tantum

BRUCE AND BARBARA DITTMAR
Mr. Thomas Carragher
Mr. and Mrs. Antonio deSouza
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Riedel
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Tantum

VERONICA AND RAY EID
Mary Richards and Robert Netherland

JONATHAN, DANIELLE,  
AND MARY FRANCES
Mr. Daniel P. Meier

FRIENDS AND FAMILY
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce I. Dittmar

IAN GAADT
Loretta and Alan Knight

GENNA HAHN, NATHAN LOWMAN 
AND JOSH DILL
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce I. Dittmar

KATHRYN M. JAKABCIN
Ms. Karen Ahramjian

OLIVIA GRACE KUBACKI
David Kubacki and Grace Kwon

GABE MACKINNEY 
Anthony Kinney and Alison Mack

STEVEN MARTINEAU
Ms. Marsha W. Chernick
Mr. and Mrs. David Martineau

SALLY AND DAVID MCBRIDE
Josh Thomas and Rick Suarez

LUCIEN NEAL 
Peggy Smith

DR. PAULA NELSON  
AND ETHEL OLSEN
Mr. and Mrs. David Hipp

LINDA AND BRIAN O’CONNOR
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Sharp, Jr.

MELINDA ORIANI
Rebecca Liu and Jack Tsai

Melinda Bowman flute, Lotus Cheng piano, 
and Susan Ritter oboe, performing Sonata 

for flute, oboe and piano by Madeleine Dring 
during the Music Masters concert Winter 

Winds, January 2015.
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WILMINGTON COMMUNITY 
ORCHESTRA
Ms. Carolyn Hendrix
Kathryn G. Lloyd and Kerwin Dobbs
Mr. and Mrs. Barry A. Morris
Mr. and Mrs. William K. Ryan
Marje and Darrel Schindler

STACY WINTJEN 
Ms. Veronica Beneck
Ms. Arlene C. Wilson

VINNY YU 
Le Yu and Shuoqi Li

HONG ZHANG 
Fangqiu Sun

FINANCIAL AID/ 
SCHOLARSHIPS
ANNUAL FINANCIAL AID 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Brandywiners, Ltd.
Mr. David Brown
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Clark
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce I. Dittmar
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond F. Eid
Ms. Linda H. O’Connor
P.E.O. Chapter H Delaware
Ms. Michelle A. Peters
The Sallie Mae Fund
Watermark for Kids

DAVID BROWN  
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Cheng-Ming Fou

PATRICIA LAYTON ANNUAL 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy S. Cardile
The Huisking Foundation, Inc.
Drs. Stephen and Barbara Mazur
Kate M. Ransom and Kathryn M. Jakabcin
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Shilkitus
Mr. and Mrs. Estel F. Taylor

PASQUALE MARINELLI MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene J. Marinelli
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent J. Marinelli

VIOLIN SCHOLARSHIP
Mrs. Pauline Raughley

I LOVE MUSIC 
MONTH
Anonymous
Ms. Sara Cardile
Dr. and Mrs. Michael J. Carunchio
Robert and Beth Chase
Ms. Margaret Collins
Ms. Nancy Contel
Mr. John Correia
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce I. Dittmar
Mrs. Anne Dolan
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Douglas Druliner
Ms. Mary Dungee
Ms. Ella Feeley
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Foley
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Ho
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Holzbaur
Ms. Kate Inie-Richards
Mr. and Mrs. Sudhir Kulkarni
Mr. Lyndon Laminack
The Honorable and Mrs. J. Travis Laster
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Lipkin
Ms. Emily Locke
Ms. Joan March
Mr. and Mrs. John Morgenstern
Anne Morrissey and Beacon Hill
Hyeon-Hye Norikane
Kate M. Ransom and Kathryn M. Jakabcin
Mark and Lang Redden
Mr. and Mrs. John Schlecht
Michael Shen and Jane Chen
Mr. Matthew Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Szkotak
Mr. and Mrs. Estel F. Taylor
Harolyn and Kwaku Temeng
Mr. and Mrs. Derek Thompson
Ms. Sara Jane Weible
Ms. Ruth A. William

PROGRAMS
EARLY CHILDHOOD OUTREACH 
INSTRUCTION PROGRAM
2nd District Neighborhood  

Planning Council
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Stoddard
DuPont Corporate Contributions  

and Memberships
Sigma Alpha Iota of Northern Delaware

DELAWARE WOMEN’S CHORUS 2015
New Castle Presbyterian Church
Ms. Carol L. Nile

MUSIC SCHOOL OF DELAWARE FOR 
HONORING LOUIS J. FINGER
Mrs. Dorothy Finger

RICHARD J. POPPITT
Barbara, Brian, and Bruce Dittmar

KATE M. RANSOM  
AND NATHAN LOWMAN
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce I. Dittmar

KATE M. RANSOM
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce I. Dittmar
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Lowman, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. John Mulrooney
Mr. William H. Ransom
Mr. and Mrs. Philip B. Weymouth, Jr.

ROBERT LAYTON REED
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Gittings
Mr. T.J. Zak

CDR. NATHANIEL R. REED, USN
Mr. Robert L. Reed

MARJIE RIPSOM
Mrs. Kenneth G.T. Drysdale

C. LAWLER ROGERS 
Ms. Lauren Anderson

LILA AND STELLA SCHMIDT
Ms. Kathryn Stetson

DR. TIMOTHY SCHWARZ
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Kennan

LLOYD SHORTER
Mr. and Mrs. Michael W. Arrington

WILLIAM J. STEGEMAN, PH.D.
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Hudson
Kate M. Ransom and Kathryn M. Jakabcin
Mr. William H. Ransom
Mr. and Mrs. Edward T. Stewart

JENNIFER STOMBERG
Monica and Chris Moriak

JOANNE WARD
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Smith

The Delaware Women’s Chorus, conducted 
by Joanne Ward, enjoying a standing ovation 
after the opening concert at St. Mary’s Church 
in Kilarney, Ireland, June 2015.
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FLUTEFEST
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. William K. Ryan
Windworks Studio

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR & BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH CONCERT
Anonymous

GRANTS
Artco, Inc.
Brandywiners, Ltd.
Crestlea Foundation, Inc.
Crystal Trust
Delaware Division of the Arts
The Charles Delmar Foundation
Ellason Downs Perpetual Charitable Trust
DuPont Corporate Contributions  

and Memberships
Laffey-McHugh Foundation
Longwood Foundation, Inc.
The Sallie Mae Fund
Shrieking Meadow Foundation
Welfare Foundation, Inc. 

ENDOWMENTS
GERALDINE K. AND GLEN D. 
BARBARAS ENDOWMENT FOR 
MUSIC COMPOSITION INSTRUCTOR
Glen D. Barbaras

BARBARA H. BYTHEWOOD  
MUSIC FUND
Mr. Thaddeus K. Bythewood, Jr.

JANET COHEN PIANO 
SCHOLARSHIPS
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Cohen
The Janet Cohen Memorial Arts Fund  

of the Jewish Fund for the Future

MARIA DEVRIES MUSIC 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Mr. and Mrs. George M. Klocko

JACQUELINE BEACH FAULCON 
SCHOLARSHIP
Ms. Lauren Anderson
Anonymous
Dr. Lozelle J. DeLuz
Dr. and Mrs. Clarence Faulcon
Mrs. Vera C. Murray
Dr. and Mrs. C. James Trotman

ESTELLA HILLERSON FRANKEL 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Ms. Margaret M. Donlan
Dr. Victor S. Sloan and Ms. Sandra Gong

ANTHONY G. SIMMONS 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce I. Dittmar
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Ellman
Mr. and Mrs. Martin P. Stepper

“VISION 2025” 
CAPITAL 
CAMPAIGN
The Honorables Bernard and Helen Balick
Ederic Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Frederick, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Hudson
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Johnson
Drs. Stephen and Barbara Mazur
Robers Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. H. R. Sharp, III
William J. Stegeman, Ph.D.

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 
SCHOLARSHIP 
CHALLENGE
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Dodson
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond F. Eid
Lisa Goodman and Drew Fennell
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence A. Hamermesh
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Hudson
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Johnson
Drs. Stephen and Barbara Mazur
Mr. and Mrs. David C. McBride
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Parsells
Kate M. Ransom and Kathryn M. Jakabcin
Mr. and Mrs. C. Lawler Rogers, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel E. Shilkitus
William J. Stegeman, Ph.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Edward T. Stewart
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Strayer

MATCHING GIFTS
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
The Air Products Foundation
AmazonSmile Foundation
Bently Systems, Inc.
Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation
ExxonMobil Foundation
Gannett Foundation
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Morgan Stanley
Verizon Foundation

Kerns Brothers Tree Service

Barbara, Brian and  
Bruce Dittmar

Inspiring
SPONSORS

At the multi-disciplinary Early Childhood 2014 
Summer Arts Camp, Lillian Scott (pink), Serena 

Abushakra (white), Logan Wilkerson (red), 
Samuel Kim (plaid) and Martha Rollo (blue), 

explore movement activities with instructor 
Ashley Sullivan-Kirksey.
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Kate Ransom, president and ceo, with Music School alumni Alexander Weir fiddle, Maria 
Scott piano, Rachyl Duffy viola, Emma Scott violin, Witt Godden singer/songwriter and 
Jennifer Campbell piano, at a reception following the young alumni concert Shining Stars 
Return to the Music School Stage, April 2015.

Faculty member Lawrence Stomberg cello, and Music 
School alum Neal Kurtz piano, performed a special 
two-night Alumni Concert event—Beethoven’s Birthday 
Bash, December 16 and 17, 2014. The exceptional event 
covered Beethoven’s complete Cello and Piano Sonatas, 
and was followed by a Beer Garden reception hosted by 
local breweries, complete with a birthday cake.

Benjamin Shute violin, and Anna Dmytrenko piano, performing Brahm’s Sonata in d minor 
for piano and violin during their Alumni Recital, October 2014. Benjamin is an alum of the Music 
School and joined us as faculty for the fall and spring.  

Inspiring

Music School alumni contribute to communities across the 
world in a variety of professions—as physicians, orchestra 

members, engineers, lawyers, composers, singer/songwriters, 
faculty, chamber musicians, pediatricians, teachers, legislative 
assistants, business owners and many more! We’re proud to 

have played a part in their education!

Over 300 people gathered for three 
Alumni Concerts in 2014–15, performed 

by accomplished former students.

ALUMNI 
PRIDE Shines! 
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VIOLIN SPLENDOR: 
BARBARA GOVATOS  
& MARCANTONIO BARONE

Sunday, November 8, 2015 
5 p.m. • Wilmington

Join us as Philadelphia Orchestra 
violinist Barbara Govatos, a Music 
School alum, returns to the Music 
School stage with long-time duo 

partner, pianist Marcantonio Barone.

WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU 
Contact Michelle DiMarino, Alumni Relations Officer, to RSVP to our first 
All Alumni Gathering and share your stories! She can be reached via email 
MDiMarino@musicschoolofdelaware.org or (302) 762-1132 x 22.

Inspiring
CONNECTIONS

100 ALUMNI 
INSPIRATIONS 
We celebrate our alumni and want to 
help them reconnect to their former 
instructors, fellow music students and 
make new music school friends. 

We’re seeking 100 alumni 
inspirations reflecting the diverse 
lives and professions of our former 
students. 

We celebrate over 90 years of 
inspiring student accomplishment!

Do you know a former student?

Did you study at The Wilmington 
Music School, Delaware Music 
School or The Music School of 
Delaware? 

FIRST!  
ALL ALUMNI 
GATHERING 

Friday, November 27th, 2015  
4:30–6pm

Location TBA

Appetizers and beverages 
free to all alumni

Stay tuned for more details!

Coming soon!

Join us!

SHARE  
YOUR STORIES!

■■ Tell us about an inspiring Music 
School instructor 

■■ Share an interesting or amusing 
Music School anecdote

■■ Provide us insight into an unusual 
line of work or study

■■ Tell us about a unique or favorite 
location where you reside

CONNECT & 
RECONNECT!

■■ Former teachers
■■ Music friends
■■ See the expanded Wilmington 
facilities

■■ Make new music connections!

Michelle DiMarino comes to us as both 
an alum and current student of the Music 
School! She studied voice under Dr. Michael 
Larkin, joined the Select Choral Ensemble and 
participated in our certificate program. Currently 
she dabbles at the mandolin and sings with the 
Delaware Women’s Chorus. We welcome her in 
her new role and invite you to say hello the next 
time you’re at the Wilmington Branch.
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InspiringInspiring

Programs are supported, in part, by a grant from 
the Delaware Division of the Arts, a state agency, 
in partnership with the National Endowment for 
the Arts. The Division promotes Delaware arts 
events on www.DelawareScene.com.

www.musicschoolofdelaware.org

@musicschoolofde MAIN BRANCHES

WILMINGTON BRANCH
4101 North Washington Street 
Wilmington, DE 19802
Phone: (302) 762-1132

MILFORD BRANCH
10 South Walnut Street 
Milford, DE 19963
Phone: (302) 422-2043

SATELLITE LOCATIONS

PIKE CREEK
Unitarian Universalist Society
579 Polly Drummond Hill Road
Newark, DE 19711
Phone: (302) 762-1132

LEWES
Groome United Methodist Church
Dewey Avenue & Savannah Road 
Lewes, DE 19958
Phone: (302) 422-2043

DOVER
Christ Episcopal Church 
South State & Water Streets
Dover, DE 19901
Phone: (302) 422-2043

FELTON
The Drum Pad
9751 South DuPont Highway 
Felton, DE 19943
Phone: (302) 422-2043

EXPLORATION


